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At the school close to the river

D ZIFDZERET)

Hatsume Kanaumi (ﬁiﬁ *)J%E) ® Restoration Support Volunteer (BRLZEBRIT47)

I'd like to share this tragic case with
you if you are concerned about
children's rights.

It happened in Japan, not a
developing country, recently.

It was a really cute and beautiful
school in a small town in the
countryside.

All residents loved this school,
students had enjoyed their peaceful
school life until the disaster
happened.

On the day the enormous
earthquake happened in that area, all
students and teachers congregated to
the schoolyard right after .

Some families of students came to receive their kids at
the gate. You should know that at that time, the teachers
and families already knew about the tsunami alert. Kids
who went back home with their families at this stage
survived this disaster.

All other families believed that teachers guarded their
kids by correct evacuation to the nearby mountain.

So, this school has a small mountain next the gym. The
kids had a mushroom cultivation workshop on this
mountain every March. The path of the mountain is an
easy walk for everybody, include young kids and elderly
people. All the people who knew this school had thought
that students and teachers would go up this mountain if
an earthquake happened.

In fact, residents and kids who evacuated to this
mountain before the tsunami hit survived. Adjacent
schools had evacuated to high places as well and guarded

their kids.

But most teachers and students of this school never did
that.

Of course, some students suggested evacuating to the
mountain but the teachers didn't approve of this, so
none of the students could evacuate .

50 minutes was wasted at this schoolyard.

And, the monstrous tsunami came there.

They only managed to evacuate 150m in the final
minute.

70 kids, 10 teachers, and a school bus driver passed away.
Four kids have not been found yet.

Only four kids and one teacher out of the people who
were at the schoolyard when the tsunami hit survived.
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Such a case has never occurred in
any other Japanese school .

They knew about the tsunami alert
and they could have evacuated to the
mountain, but they never did that
because they couldn't make a
decision by themselves and didn't
have any risk management skills or a
valid manual and training.

The mission for saving lives of

children had been left behind in.

This accident is a children's rights
issue.

Article 3 of the Convention on the
Rights of the Child says:

1. In all actions concerning children, whether undertaken
by public or private social welfare institutions, courts
of law, administrative authorities or legislative bodies,
the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration.

2. States Parties undertake to ensure the child such
protection and care as is necessary for his or her well-
being, taking into account the rights and duties of his
or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals
legally responsible for him or her, and, to this end,
shall take all appropriate legislative and administrative
measures.

However, this school couldn't fulfill these obligations,
and so far nobody has done so in this case.

I think we should clear up the reason in order to never
repeat this sort of thing.

We should not cloud the facts, otherwise similar
accidents will happen again someday in this country
which has tons of disasters every year.

We have to overcome bureaucracy, immobilism,
optimistic risk management and concealment in the
school.

They are just enemies of children's rights.

Some of the bereaved families have sued the Board of
Education and local government because nobody ever
acknowledged their responsibility. Until the very end,
the families wondered whether or not a lawsuit was the
right way for them. But they had only that way.

I believe all people who are concerned about children's
rights should pay attention to this lawsuit.
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